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For the first time, the Arab city of Sakhnin hosts the
international Mediterranean Biennale of contemporary art p.23

The Mediterranean Biennale in Sakhnin

The Second Mediterranean
Biennale, initiated by artists and
curators Belu-Simion Fainaru and
Avital Bar-Shay, opens in Sakhnin
on Monday. This is the first time
that an international biennale of
contemporary art will be held in an
Arab city in Israel. The Biennale
plays a leading role in creating a
network of connections between
artists from diverse countries
in the region. The theme of this
year’s event is “reorientation.” This
combines the concept of “Orient™
with that of “new direction,” in
order to stimulate a discussion
on the concept of the changes
currently occuring in the East
with regard to its cultural conflict
with the West. Participating in

A photograph by
Mehdi-Georges Lahlou.

the Biennale will be artists from
Iran, Afghanistan, Kazajistan,
Turkey, Morocco, France,
Germany, Cyprus, Romania,
Italy and Russia. Leading artists
who will be exhibiting include

Jannis Kounellis, Shirin Neshat,
Daniel Byrne, Marina Abramovic
and AES+E May 13-July 13.
Various locations around the city.
Sakhnin, Lower Galilee. www.
mediterraneanbiennale.com
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